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amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions , and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claim* ; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for making an absorbent 
composite from a continuous tow comprising the steps of: 

spreading a crimped tow in a direction perpendicular to 
the tow's travel; 

de-registering the crimped tow; 
shaping the de-registered tow; and 
distributing a particulate onto the shaped tow, 
wherein a line speed of the particulate laden r shaped tow 
being greater than 190 ra/min 

thereby forming an absorbent composite adapted for use in 
a disposable absorbent garment - 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the line speed 
being greater than 225 m/min. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
shaping the de-registered tow to a substantially rectangular 
cross-section. 
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4. (Original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
applying a liquid to the tow. 

5. (Currently amended) ft The method of claim 1 ■for - mo - kd. - ng 
a - n rs >bso gkefr t-^ 

apraad^R - g^ ^ &r - jrmped — tow in CHnld - roc - tdon - pQrpa^d^U ' lQ - r — to 

do rogd^t^rd - ng - t - hc — O ' r ' impQd - tow ^ 
■■ — - a ha - p - i - fig — the — de — * ro g io fee- rod - to w j — and 

d i o t rl - bu^ng - a ^ pa ^ r - M - eu^g to o n t: o - t - ho - ^hapocUtow y 
wherein a ratio of tow line speed exiting from de- 
registration to tow line speed of particulate laden, shaped tow 
being in the range of 1.8 to 3.0* 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 5 wherein the ratio 
being 2. A • 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for making an 
absorbent composite from a continuous tow comprising: 

means for spreading a crimped tow in a direction 
perpendicular to the tow's travel; 

- 3 - 

PAGE 3(8 * RCVD AT 5123/2006 9:06:04 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/12 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:704 927 0485 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-22 



Mfly-Z3-E006*(TUE) 09: OE HAMMER * HflNF, PC 



(FRX)70d 927 0^85 



P. 00d/008 



means for de-registering the crimped tow; 

means for shaping the de-registered tow; and 

means for distributing a particulate onto the shaped 

tow, 

wherein a line speed of the particulate laden r shaped tow 
being greater than 190 ro/min 

thereby forming a means for making an absorbent 
composite adapted for use in a disposable absorbent garment . 

10. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 9 wherein the line 
speed being greater than 22S m/min- 

11. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 9 further comprising 
means for shaping the de-registered tow to a substantially 
rectangular cross-section. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 9 further comprising 
means for applying a liquid to the tow* 

13. (Currently amended) &*» The apparatus of claim 9 £e* 
ma - kd?Rg — M^boo^ q eontinuouo — tow — eom p r - io - ing^ 

mcano for o pfeae kbng - a — e > r - i « mped tow in a - dd - r - ^t - i - o - ft 
pe-^ pcndioular — to the tow' q tiravol/ ' 
— ■ moano — for — do ^ rog - irotoring the — ord - ropod — to w * 

■ ■ meano H^ r^ - hapi - ng — frfoo - de — 3 ?c g iat 0 3? od -tow - / — a » FKi 
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moano '- fog *' dla tgibutdng - a - pa - rt loulatc - OR - to -' frh - o ohaped 

wherein a ratio of tow line speed exiting from de- 
registration to tow line speed of particulate laden, shaped tow 
being in the range of 1.8 to 3.0. 

14, The apparatus of. Claim 13 wherein the ratio being 2,4. 

15* (Cancelled) 

16. (Cancelled) 
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